We have read the comments of Higgins et al with great interest and we were pleased to learn that they substantiated our findings of metabolic syndrome in another cohort of female BMT recipients. We were unaware of their observations as at the time of writing the paper their paper was not indexed in Pubmed.
We have previously reported the evidence of cavernosal arterial insufficiency in male BMT recipients.
1,2 Recently, we published a case report of a BMT recipient who presented with erectile dysfunction and cavernosal arterial insufficiency in support of the vasulogenic theory of metabolic syndrome. 3 We are currently undertaking further work on this area. However, to show the link between BMT recipients and vasculogenic complications of cancer, a sufficient power will be required. We strongly welcome the timely initiative of the European Group for Bone and Marrow Transplantation (EBMT) Late Effects Working group who are planning to undertake a multicentre prospective study looking at the late vascular complications in adult BMT recipients.
